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MONTANA SCIENCE FAIR 
WINNERS ANNOUNCED
MISSOULA—
Matt Swanson, Hellgate High School, Missoula, and Jenae Bunyak, North Toole 
County High School, Sunburst, were the grand award winners in Division I of the 
25th annual Montana Science Fair at the University of Montana April 11 and 12.
They will receive expense-paid trips to the International Science Fair, St. Paul, 
Minn., May 4 through 10.
Division I (grades nine through 12) drew 63 exhibits and Division II (grades 
seven and eight), 181. The two grand award winners in Division I received gold 
medals. The next three best exhibitors in the division received bronze medals. 
Silver medals went to first-place winners in Division II and bronze medals, to 
second-place winners.
Swanson's winning exhibit is titled "An Examination of the Effects of 
X-rays on the Germination and Development of Corn."
Bunyak won for "A Comparative Study of the Factors Affecting the Phototaxis 
of Selected Photosynthetic Bacteria."
The three next best exhibits in Division I were entered by students from 
North Toole County High, Sunburst. They are Pamela Puckett's "A Study of the 
Interaction of Metals Within the Oral Environment," Laurie Butkay's "Exobiology:
The Effects of Selected Atmospheres on the Growth and Metabolism of Escherichia 
Coli and Rhizopus," and Cleve Wright's "A Behavioral Study of Coenobita Clypeatus."
Grand-award winners in Division II (grades seven and eight), listed by 
category:
(over)
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Eighth Grade Biological Science - Nichy Takach, Butte West Junior High, 
"Radiation-The Genetic Effects," and Missy Card, Rattlesnake School, Missoula, 
"Antimicrobial Activity of Honeybee Products," tied for best exhibit; Ann Maier, 
Cut Bank Middle School, "The Titration of Ascorbic Acid in Various Fruit Juices, 
and Joanne Morrissey, Rattlesnake, Missoula, "Testing Variables on Brine Shrimp, 
tied for second best exhibit.
Eighth Grade Physical Sciences - Pat McFaul, Bozeman Junior High, "Can a 
Harmonizing Keyboard Be Made?" best exhibit, and Tim Sauer, Columbia Falls 
Junior High, "What Cloth Cleans Air Best?"
Seventh Grade Biological Sciences - Tricia Sullivan, St. Joseph's Missoula, 
"Development of Coordination," nest exhibit, and Lori Stone, Target Range, 
Missoula, "Dominance of Crickets," second best exhibit.
Seventh Grade Physical Sciences - David Hyndman, Paxson, Missoula, "Crystal 
Growing and Crystal Shapes," best exhibit, and Dahnesh Medora, Paxson, Missoula, 
"Solar Energy for My Home," and John Benjamin, Columbia Falls Junior High, 
"Pendulums," tied for second best exhibit.
